Gerald Wicks     Honorable Mention     25-5-20


The Issues Teens Have About Adults

Teens have different opinions on how we deserve to be treated by adults. There are many examples of how we could improve the relationship between adults and teens, but some are more important than others. All we want for adults to understand is that the ideas from them matter to us the most. 

            One issue is independence. Independence is a necessary act every teen should experience. Depending on the parent, teens have a diminutive or a surplus amount of independence. When adults do not give teens independence, we feel crowded. Adults also sometimes give teens a miniscule amount of independence; they sometimes treat us like infants, desisting freedom. We have the capability to make our own choices and make our own mistakes, but some parents hinder their kids from having life experiences by hovering around them. We will hardly get anywhere in life by having our every move controlled by adults. 

            Another key issue is respect. Respect is important in determining how we treat others. What adults seem to be oblivious to is that we give respect to the people we think deserve it. For instance, if we are asked to complete a task in a dastardly tone we give back an unwanted reaction. There is a myriad of other ways we can be asked to carry out a duty. Teens should also be respected enough to be noticed in businesses like stores, because we have money to spend too. Sometimes we are treated as if we don't matter and that we are second thoughts. We matter just as much as any other adult and some do not seem to understand that. Everyone wants the gift of respect. Respect is earned, and it is not handed to you. 

The expectations an adult has on a teenager can either be too low or too high. While some teens live in a household where parents expect high performance on everything, there are teens with inconsiderate parents. The society of today does not stress enough on being educated, and that is not the way it should be. Some expectations are way too difficult to meet. Meeting an adult's standards takes a toll on teens; making them feel they must be perfect. If they do not meet the requirements they feel like they have let the adults down. Parents should tell the teens what they expect from them but be reasonable also. I know what my parents expect from me and my actions show that. So when I make mistakes that I know I shouldn't, it gives me a sense of disappointment, but my parents are aware that even they make mistakes and let me know that it’s okay. 

            Although the society of today does not give teens enough credit for what they do, there is still time for change. We do not have to agree on a certain idea, but there are different ways to work it out. It also should not matter if we do not get everything right, because adults should understand and accept that. We are only human. 

  


